
What does it mean to be a 
Moral Developer

Technology is neither 
good nor bad; nor is it 
neutral.

Kranzberg’s First Law of Technology

THE HIPPOCRATIC OATH
I swear to fulfill, to the best of my ability and judgment, this covenant:  

I will respect the hard-won scientific gains of those physicians in whose steps I walk, and gladly share such knowledge 
as is mine with those who are to follow.  

I will apply, for the benefit of the sick, all measures [that] are required, avoiding those twin traps of overtreatment and 
therapeutic nihilism.  

I will remember that there is art to medicine as well as science, and that warmth, sympathy, and understanding may 
outweigh the surgeon's knife or the chemist's drug.  

I will not be ashamed to say "I know not," nor will I fail to call in my colleagues when the skills of another are needed for 
a patient's recovery.  

I will respect the privacy of my patients, for their problems are not disclosed to me that the world may know. Most 
especially must I tread with care in matters of life and death. If it is given me to save a life, all thanks. But it may also be 
within my power to take a life; this awesome responsibility must be faced with great humbleness and awareness of my 
own frailty. Above all, I must not play at God.  

I will remember that I do not treat a fever chart, a cancerous growth, but a sick human being, whose illness may affect 
the person's family and economic stability. My responsibility includes these related problems, if I am to care adequately 
for the sick.  

I will prevent disease whenever I can, for prevention is preferable to cure.  

I will protect the environment which sustains us, in the knowledge that the continuing health of ourselves and our 
societies is dependent on a healthy planet.  

I will remember that I remain a member of society, with special obligations to all my fellow human beings, those sound 
of mind and body as well as the infirm.  

If I do not violate this oath, may I enjoy life and art, respected while I live and remembered with affection thereafter. May 
I always act so as to preserve the finest traditions of my calling and may I long experience the joy of healing those who 
seek my help. 
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THE ACM CODE OF ETHICS

Contribute to society and to human well-being, acknowledging that all people are stakeholders in computing. 

Avoid harm. 

Be honest and trustworthy. 

Be fair and take action not to discriminate. 

Respect the work required to produce new ideas, inventions, creative works, and computing artifacts. 

Respect privacy. 

Honor confidentiality.

https://ethics.acm.org/code-of-ethics/

General Ethical Principles

THE ACM CODE OF ETHICS

Strive to achieve high quality in both the processes and products of professional work. 

Maintain high standards of professional competence, conduct, and ethical practice. 

Know and respect existing rules pertaining to professional work. 

Accept and provide appropriate professional review. 

Give comprehensive and thorough evaluations of computer systems and their impacts, including analysis of possible 
risks. 

Perform work only in areas of competence. 

Foster public awareness and understanding of computing, related technologies, and their consequences. 

Access computing and communication resources only when authorized or when compelled by the public good. 

Design and implement systems that are robustly and usably secure.

https://ethics.acm.org/code-of-ethics/

Professional Responsibilities

THE ACM CODE OF ETHICS

Ensure that the public good is the central concern during all professional computing work. 

Articulate, encourage acceptance of, and evaluate fulfillment of social responsibilities by members of the organization or 
group. 

Manage personnel and resources to enhance the quality of working life. 

Articulate, apply, and support policies and processes that reflect the principles of the Code. 

Create opportunities for members of the organization or group to grow as professionals. 

Use care when modifying or retiring systems. 

Recognize and take special care of systems that become integrated into the infrastructure of society.

https://ethics.acm.org/code-of-ethics/

Professional Leadership Principles

Uphold, promote, and respect the principles of the Code. 

Treat violations of the Code as inconsistent with membership in the ACM.

Compliance with the code

https://www.ieee.org/about/corporate/governance/p7-8.html

THE IEEE CODE OF ETHICS

We, the members of the IEEE, in recognition of the importance of our technologies in affecting the quality of life 
throughout the world, and in accepting a personal obligation to our profession, its members, and the communities we 
serve, do hereby commit ourselves to the highest ethical and professional conduct and agree: 

To hold paramount the safety, health, and welfare of the public, to strive to comply with ethical design and sustainable 
development practices, and to disclose promptly factors that might endanger the public or the environment; 

To avoid real or perceived conflicts of interest whenever possible, and to disclose them to affected parties when they do 
exist; 

To be honest and realistic in stating claims or estimates based on available data;   

To reject bribery in all its forms;   

To improve the understanding by individuals and society of the capabilities and societal implications of conventional and 
emerging technologies, including intelligent systems;   

To maintain and improve our technical competence and to undertake technological tasks for others only if qualified by 
training or experience, or after full disclosure of pertinent limitations;   

To seek, accept, and offer honest criticism of technical work, to acknowledge and correct errors, and to credit properly 
the contributions of others;   

To treat fairly all persons and to not engage in acts of discrimination based on race, religion, gender, disability, age, 
national origin, sexual orientation, gender identity, or gender expression; 

To avoid injuring others, their property, reputation, or employment by false or malicious action;   

To assist colleagues and co-workers in their professional development and to support them in following this code of 
ethics.

General Ethical Principles



Don’t Be Evil

Google Code of Conduct
https://abc.xyz/investor/other/google-code-of-conduct/ https://gizmodo.com/google-employees-resign-in-protest-against-pentagon-con-1825729300

AUTOPILOT DEBATE

▸ Suggest that it should steer to the right, potentially injuring or killing the 
passenger. 

▸ Suggest that it should steer to the left, hitting oncoming traffic potentially killing 
passengers and the passengers of the oncoming car. 

▸ Suggest that it should hit the pedestrian. 

▸ Suggest that it is unsolvable and the accident avoidance features should be fine. 

You are part of a team programing the autopilot feature for a self-driving 
car. Your team is debating the following scenario: the car comes around a 
corner to find a pedestrian in the middle of the road. To the left is 
oncoming traffic, to the right is a row of parked cars. What do you 
suggest?



GENDER SHADES

SUPPORTING INCLUSION SUPPORTING INCLUSION

▸ Give people a really good reason for asking 

▸ Make it private, safe, and anonymous 

▸ Always make it optional 

▸ Ask for pronouns instead 

▸ Be ready for a complex answer 

▸ Consider internationalization 

▸ Just don’t ask
Sabrina Fonseca,  

https://uxdesign.cc/designing-forms-for-gender-diversity-and-inclusion-d8194cf1f51

Designing Forms for gender diversity and inclusion



Don’t Be Evil

Google Code of Conduct
https://abc.xyz/investor/other/google-code-of-conduct/

More than “How do we DO NO 
EVIL with technology?” We 
ought to consider “How do we 
DO GOOD?”

Ge Wang, Artful Design


