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Quantum Supremiority?!

Google (October 23, 2019): 
• Our quantum device did a computation that 

would take a regular computer 10,000 yrs
• Claimed “quantum supremacy:” the point where 

quantum computers can do things that classical 
computers can’t. [term coined by John Preskill]



Quantum Supremiority?!

IBM 
• We simulated in 2.5 days, so no quantum supremacy. 
• Stop saying “quantum supremacy”



Quantum Supremiority?!

IBM 
• We simulated in 2.5 days, so no quantum supremacy. 
• Stop saying “quantum supremacy”
• “Exacerbates the already overhyped reporting on the status 

of quantum technology” [John Preskill]
• “Through its association with white supremacy, evokes a 

repugnant political stance.” [John Preskill]
• quantum computers will never reign “supreme” over classical 

computers, but will rather work in concert with them [IBM]



Quantum Supremiority?!

When you are so much better than someone else that you 
just made up a word...[UrbanDictionary.com]

IBM: https://www.ibm.com/blogs/research/2019/10/on-quantum-supremacy/
Google:https://ai.googleblog.com/2019/10/quantum-supremacy-using-
programmable.html
Preskill: https://www.quantamagazine.org/john-preskill-explains-quantum-
supremacy-20191002/
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